
Seminar Series presented by the crew of Te Matau a Māui 

 

Navigating the Pacific 

Te Kauhanga i Te Moananui 
Monday 10 June 1200-1300 
Makaro Room, Te Raukura, Te Wharewaka, Odlins Square, Wellington Waterfront 

Headed by Traditional Navigator Piripi Smith (Ngāti Kahungunu, 
Tainui, Ngāti Porou), this talk explores how tradition celestial 
Navigation works in a practical sense and the personal journeys of 
studying and practicing the ancient art of way finding in the Pacific. 
 

Living ‘The Dream’: Voyaging the Pacific 

Te Ao Hou 
Monday 10 June 1800-2000 
Makaro Room, Te Raukura, Te Wharewaka, Odlins Square, Wellington Waterfront 

The captains, navigator and crew of voyaging canoe Te Matau a Māui reflect 
on their experience on-board various waka: where they have been and 
going, what they have seen and done, how did they manage it, why did/do 
they do it and when will the Dream end? 
 

The Renaissance of the Voyaging Canoe 

Kua Ara ake anō Ngā Waka Moana 
Tuesday 11 June 1200-1300 
Makaro Room, Te Raukura, Te Wharewaka, Odlins Square, Wellington Waterfront 

Frank Kawe (Ngāti Ranginui, Ngāti Kahungunu), captain of Te Matau a Māui 
voyaging canoe, explores the resurgence of voyaging canoes and traditional 
navigation over the past 4 decades. He draws on his knowledge extending 
over the last 10+ years in Hawai’i. 
 

Why do We Voyage? 

Nā te Aha ka Whakatere ai? 
Wednesday 12 June 1200-1300 
Museum of Wellington City & Sea 

Led by Tawhana Chadwick (Ngāti Kahungunu), new Captain and experienced 
crew of Te Matau a Māui, we take a brief look into the ‘Te Mana o Te 
Moana’ Voyage – a 40,000 nautical mile voyage across the Pacific taking 7 
voyaging canoes as far as California, Galapogas Islands, Polynesia and 
Melanesia, including Solomons Islands for the 2012 Pacific Arts Festival. 
 

Meet the Voyagers 

Ko Mātau Ngā Amotawa 
Thursday 13 June 1230-1330 
Wellington Public Library 

Meet Reuben Tipoki (Ngāti Kahungunu), new Captain and experienced crew 
of Te Matau a Māui, along with other experienced voyagers, to share their 
stories of ‘The best and the worst of times’ experienced out at sea. 

 

Māui’s Vision 

Ko Tā Māui i Matakite ai 
Friday 14 June 1200-1300 
Museum of Wellington City & Sea 

Frank Kawe, and other crew members of Te Matau a Māui will introduce you 
to the vision of the voyaging canoe Te Matau a Māui, and highlight what is 
on the horizon for voyaging canoes for years to come.  
 
  

 

 

Te Matau a Māui (ocean 

voyaging canoe) arrives in 

Whanganui a Tara  Saturday  

8 June to open Matariki 

celebrations in the city. 

You are invited to attend public 

presentations from members 

of the crew and share in the 

experiences they have had 

during their recent voyages 

across the Pacific and around 

Aotearoa. 

Supported by:  
Toi Māori, Seaview Marina, Chaffers 
Marina & Seaport Ltd, RenardFX, 
Museum of Wellington City & Sea, 
Wellington Public Library 
For more information on Matariki 
events and updates check out: 
www.wellington.co.nz/events 
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Te Matau a Māui (voyaging canoe) 
Te Matau a Māui is one of seven waka hourua (voyaging canoe) constructed to undertake an 
epic journey across the Pacific Ocean. Reconnecting the people of the Pacific through 
traditional practices and raising awareness to the world about the health of our ocean, Te 
Matau's voyages over the last three years have helped bring the values and teachings of our 
ancestors to life. Now based in Ahuriri (Napier), Te Matau a Māui, in partnership with Ngāti 
Kahungunu Iwi Inc., strives to share and develop experiences with the wider community 
through traditional and contemporary waka culture. 
 
Piripi Smith (Navigator)  
Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Raukawa, Ngāti Porou 
Piripi has been crew on the waka hourua Te Aurere since 2006. He has been a student in the 
art of traditional celestial navigation for around five years under the tutelage of 
Hekenukumai Busby and Jack Thatcher. He has voyaged to a number of islands throughout 
Te Moananui-a-Kiwa, including up to Hawai'i and to Rapanui (Easter Island). In 2012 he 
successfully navigated the waka Te Aurere and Ngahiraka-mai-Tawhiti from Aotearoa to 
Rapanui. 
 
Frank Te Mihinui Kawe (Captain) 
Ngāti Ranginui, Ngāti Kahungungu, Ngai Tahu 
Frank is currently involved with the voyaging canoe ‘Te Matau a Māui’ which has recently 
completed an 18 Month voyage, as part of the Pacific Voyagers Project. This journey 
throughout many Pacific Islands, as well as the West Coast of the United States, Mexico, and 
Galapagos Islands, culminatinated in the 2012 Pacific arts Festival in the Solomon Islands. 
Frank’s personal waka experience dates back to 1990 and includes waka ama, waka taua, 
and waka hourua both here in Aotearoa and Hawai'i. He hopes to be able to share his 
experiences with the wider community through development of programmes based around 
waka kaupapa. 
 
Tawhana Chadwick (Captain) 
Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Maniapoto, Ngāti Tūwharetoa 
Tawhana was first introduced to waka as a kid, paddling up and down the Ngaruroro River 
and the surrounding waters of Te Matau a Māui (Hawkes Bay) on waka ama and kayaks. 
After graduating at Victoria University of Wellington in 2010, and representing Aotearoa in 
waka ama, Tawhana joined the voyaging canoes and has since not looked back. He has 
voyaged to over 30 islands all over the pacific on the two year Te Mana o te Moana voyage, 
and earlier this year captained his first blue water voyage on the waka Okeanos from 
Auckland to Fiji. He now resides in Ahuriri (Napier) with the waka and wants to inspire and 

nurture the next wave of voyagers. 
 
Reuben Raihania Tipoki (Captain/ Trainee Navigator) 
Ngāti Kahungunu/ Rongowhakaata/ Ruapani/ Aitanga a Mahaki/ Rangitane 
Reuben’s involvement with waka hourua began in 2010 when he first met Te Matau a Māui 
in Vava’u, Tonga and voyaged to Auckland via Fiji. Within two months he had moved to 
Tauranga with Frank Kawe and Tawhana Chadwick to commence crew training on Te Matau, 
and two months later stood as watch captain on Hine Moana’s voyage from Fiji to Auckland. 
His long service as watch captain on Te Matau a Māui resulted in him being chosen as the 
next skipper on Te Matau. Following the completion of the Offshore Yacht Masters, Reuben 
continues to devote his time and energy to the kaupapa which has inspired him and spurred 
his move to Ahuriri where, along with his voyaging brothers, endeavors to develop and 
perpetuate the waka kaupapa for the benefit of all. He has also had the privilege of 'practice' 
navigating Te Matau from Coco’s Islands to Galapagos, and Galapagos to Tahiti.  
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